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The first development entirely carried out by CUPRA

Two race drivers for the CUPRA Formentor 

· Racers Mattias Ekström and Jordi Gené work together with CUPRA engineers in the final phase of development of the Formentor 
· Suspension, accelerator response and seat comfort are adjusted with the highest precision on the circuits
· The world of racing is at the service of a production car that will be launched this year

It is poised to conquer the streets of the world but is first tested on the tracks by top professional drivers. We are referring to the CUPRA Formentor and its latest phase of development, carried out on the tracks by Mattias Ekström and Jordi Gené. “This is the first time we've performed a test of this kind, in which racing drivers work together with engineers to determine the car's maturity in its final stage of development”, explains Marta Almuni, the Technical Director of CUPRA.

Feedback from the track. The CUPRA Formentor was first tested on the road to gauge its reactions in normal situations that future drivers and racers will experience. Now, on the track, it is time to go even further, and achieve the maximum precision. “The reactions of the car are much more extreme, so by achieving a flawless operation of the vehicle here, we are ensuring its excellence on the street”, says Marta.

Striving for precision. Both Ekström and Gené take the wheel of the Formentor with an engineer by their side at all times. This is the way to get immediate feedback on their feelings and impressions. “They're extremely demanding. Moreover, thanks to their experience, they know exactly how to distinguish the different aspects of the car, so they are very specific in their assessments and that is of great help to us”, points out the team leaders. Many of the adjustments are made then and there site during each pit stop, and the car takes to the track again. The remaining improvements will be carried out at the Technical Centre.

A detailed look at exclusive driving. The suspension setting, the way the steering reacts, the accelerator pedal response and even the seat comfort. The drivers and engineers go over each individual aspect that makes the CUPRA Formentor a vehicle that offers a unique driving experience. “The steering wheel accurately transmits what is going on under the wheels and the suspension allows you to be in control at all times. The driving position offers a lot of safety, as it provides great visibility. I would still integrate the vehicle electronics even more”, Gené tells Almuni during a pit stop. “It's fun to drive. For me, the most exciting aspect is when it comes to speeding up”, adds Ekström.

From the track to the street. Powered by CUPRA's high-performance, 245 hp output plug-in hybrid engine, this version of the CUPRA Formentor will be launched in early 2021. After completing this unprecedented testing, the engineers and drivers are highly satisfied. “We have a car that combines the qualities of SUVs and sports cars, with a racing feel coupled with a noble demeanour”, says Almuni. “The CUPRA Formentor is going to raise the bar on quality”, concludes Gené.

CUPRA is bringing the next stage in its growth plan to the Geneva Motor Show. The CUPRA Formentor, the first model exclusively developed for CUPRA, will be taking to the stage as a World Premiere.
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CUPRA is a special brand based on striking design and electrified performance, taking SEAT to the next level with a new interpretation of sportiness. In its second year of operations, CUPRA sales shot up by 71.8% in 2019, reaching close to 24,700 units thanks to the success of the CUPRA Ateca. Along with the inauguration of its new headquarters, in 2020 CUPRA will carry out a product offensive with the launch of the CUPRA Leon and the CUPRA Formentor. Besides entering into a global alliance with FC Barcelona and becoming its exclusive Official Automotive and Mobility Partner, CUPRA has lined up an elite team of champions, such as the German goalkeeper Marc ter Stegen or the Swedish driver Mattias Ekström, who will participate at the PURE ETCR with the CUPRA e-Racer. The CUPRA World is alive and ready to win the hearts of car enthusiasts in close to 250 CUPRA Specialists around the world.
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